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Subject: Chronology of Changes to Qualification Standards

During a recent interagency Staffing and Recruitment Forum held at the U.S. Office
of Personnel Management (OPM), a number of agency representatives requested
information about changes made to qualification standards and policy. In response to
this request, we have attached a "Table of Changes" which summarizes recent
revisions to qualification standards and policy.

In 1999, we decided to eliminate the time consuming and costly task of issuing
qualification standards in paper format by posting the Operating Manual for
Oualification Standards for General Schedule Positions to OPM's web site at
http://www.opm.gov/qualifications. A short time later, the web address at
http://www.opm.gov/qualifications/X-118c/index.htm was established to provide the
qualification requirements for wage grade (trades and labor) occupations. As a result,
OPM no longer issues paper transmittals to describe changes to qualification
standards and policy. Instead, all such changes are posted directly to the above web
addresses.

OPM's Strategic and Operational Plan (2006-2010) includes the goal to redesign the
OPM web site by October 1, 2006. In addition to this redesign, we are working with
our Office of Communications and Public Liaison to revise the web pages that
include the qualification standards. Our goal is to make these web pages more user-
mendly and ensure they reflect the dates of any future changes to the qualification
standards and policies.

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Mr. Dan Fusco,
Manager of the Recruiting, Examining, and Assessment Group, at (202) 606-2226 or
Daniel.Fusco@opm.gov.
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